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difference in their representation, 1t is at Jeast indisputable.that
the rivembers of the, Lower House were not returned. Ly . sach of
e two counties then composing the greater, part of the Piogince,
but by lesser and abitrary divisions, known as hundreds, and Lop-
rowed fron the angient police regulations of Englead. .
"'In 1658, when Fendall was Gevernor, the Lower House, with

the ‘connivance of ‘that officer, denied the authority of the Uppor
House, to, sit as & geparaie body; and invited it.f0 join with them
in the composition of a General Assembly. - The council refuc:?,
but Fendall acéepting the offer, the Upper House .was dissolvad,
and the business of legislation was conducted by the Lower Houcc
sitting alone. |, This state of things lasted until the surrender of the
colony by the parliamentary commissioners, and “then "the old
usage of the Upper and Lower Houses was revived.. .~ . ...
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“1In 1658, the right of appearing in person, or by proxy, wholly
ceased. (McMahon’s Maryland, p. 147.) . The. undersighed are
not able to say at what precise period the hundreds of the two
coynties, and that ‘part of the province then called Piovidence,
ceased to send .their delegates.to the' Lower Houge, It appsais.
that the assembly convened in 1650 was. formed upon, the old
basiv. From 1658, however, until L1681, it seems that delegates
were elected by each county, and the number to be chosen by each
was regulated by the warrant of the Executive. .Daring this pericd,
however, it appears that the counties were authorised to send iwe,
three, or four delegates, Tn 1681, the, number. of delegntes was
reduced to two for each county ; and a general rule as o their
qualification, and the manner of electing them, was prescribed,
(McMahon’s Maryland, p..147.) The constitution of, the. lower
house remained as thus established until 1689, when the prosicee
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fell under the administration of the crown, .. . . - .
Laws were  pasted 16 1692, 1704, 1108, and 1 715, sading ihe
organization of the lower house ; but they are all contdined.and -
amplified, the undersigned, believe, iu the law-of 1716,.ck. xi. . By
this enactment, each county in the province was autherised o elec
four' delegates to the lower house, At thjg time, Saint, Mary’s,
Ként, Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, Baltimare, , Talbot, Som -
erset, Doichester, Cecil, Prince Geqrg'e’.s,raqd Queen Anne’s
counlies were in' existence. Provision was also made, in thé
eighth section of the'same act, that "'éoﬁmi'e_s”,' to be thereafier crea-
ted, should be entitled to four delegates each, and that the citics,

or boroughs, should each have two:delegates, By whick it will
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appear that the lower house, as then constituted, was not regacdad
as:the representative of .the couunties, as’ corporate existences, so {0

speak, but of the people chancing to be inéluded within those loual
divisions, since the cities and boroughs ‘within them were to have
their separate delegates in the General Assembly. It more clenrly
aprears, from #hg language. of the second. section of the aci of
1746, that the provision of delegates from the counties Was reguic-
ed not as their separate- 1ight, but oply as a convenient inods of
distribution. It was ‘there técommended, tht the safest iuls to
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